Dear ladies and gentlemen,
First of all I would like thank you and express my satisfaction with the invitation to participate in this event, dedicated to the metal theft, in the framework of „Pol-PRIMETT II“ project. The presence of representatives of police authorities from different countries, representatives from the non-governmental sector and from recycling industry associations is an evidence for high interest in the problem and it also shows the timeliness of the questions that will be discussed today.
Metal theft can be defined without no doubt as a social phenomenon. This type of crime appeared less than 10 years ago and it evolved into serious challenge for all the countries in EU. The harms, caused by this crime outweigh the value of the withdrawn metal. They destroy infrastructure, cultural monuments, they disrupt the communication and transport links and sometimes they jeopardize the human life and safety. The existence of this crime and its high level combined with high incomes creates conditions for organized crime, which generates other crimes such as money-laundering, tax related crimes and others. This increases the negative effect on the society as a whole. 
Taking measures against this type of crimes is a complex, difficult process, that requires the application of measures that differ in type and scope, as well as the need to search for new decisions and adapting the already existing ones to the fast-moving environment.  The successful counteract relates with the application of preventive measures, which don’t allow metal thefts. This is linked to the knowledge of criminological factors and their limitation. Based on the social conditionality of this type of crime, it cannot be overcome only with the efforts of the police structures. The application of an integrated approach between the state institutions that control the functions and policy making in the field of environment, economy and public order is an important prerequisite. We should not neglect the cooperation with representatives of recycling companies, which stands in the basis of one good-working method for dealing with the metal theft.

Effective decisions cannot be taken without realizing policies at supra-national level, including cooperation between police services in different EU members with the mechanism of EU. The evidence for this need can be found in the large number of cases of metal theft, with cross-border element that police services in all EU countries normally deal with. The European cooperation has a potential to develop experience and exchange of practices and can increase the capacities of the responsible institutions with the most powerful weapon – knowledge.  
Bulgaria has significant experience in the actions against this type of crimes. Our country has come a long way in searching the best decisions for the restriction of metal theft. Over the years, a number of steps – legislative and organizational, have been made and some of them provoked lots of discussions, and the others were successful. Even though the statistics shows that there is a reduction of metal theft , there are still a lot of problems in front of us that can be solved right here with your help. My confidence is based on the fact that the „Pol-PRIMETT II“  project has really ambitious targets that is oriented towards identified deficits in the area of preventing metal theft.
In conclusion, I would like to show my support for your work and my confidence that the meeting here, in Sofia, will provide opportunities to learn about the Bulgarian experience, to exchange opinions, contacts that will help to achieve the project objectives. I would to wish you to work effectively and to our foreign partners – enjoyable time in Bulgaria! 
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